Summer School Activity ProgrammE
Bigfoot Arts Education has been providing creative arts projects
for Primary and Secondary schools since 2000. We aim to inspire
and motivate children and young people through a variety of
art forms, with each project providing challenging, tailor made
opportunities for students of all ages and abilities.
Let’s face it, we are all different. Some of us are better at Maths and English than others,
and some of us have an innate ability to shine and demonstrate talents through the arts or
sport. One thing is true though; a child cannot move forward if they have barriers to learning.
Our aim is to help ALL students succeed and reach the very best of their abilities using the
creative arts as a stimulus, whatever their needs may be.
Our workshops and courses cater for:
• Low/under achievers (pupil premium, Ever6, disadvantaged subsidy students)
• Gifted and talented
• GCSE/ A level students

• Year 6/7 Transition*
* Please visit our dedicated transition page to discover how we can help ease the transfer
between Primary and Secondary school.

Summer School Activity Options
One/Two Week Course; giving students a theatre making experience during which they
can contribute ideas, take risks with their imaginations, and grow in confidence with their
peers under the guidance of a director, assistant director and specialist practitioners.
Spotlight Days; a range of specialist skills workshops designed to give students the
opportunity to work with professional arts practitioners to learn about specialist creative
skills and theatrical techniques.
Devising in a day…or two; working with a Bigfoot facilitator to ultimately create their own
short devised play, based on a chosen text or theme, to be performed at the end of the day,
or two.

Go Mantle; a chance to make any topic at all exciting by young people becoming inquisitive
exploratory learners and immersing themselves in role as ‘Experts’.

Spotlight Days
Could you see your students learning a variety of arts
techniques? Would they benefit from working as a team and
learning from industry professionals? Maybe you have the next
rap or beat-boxing star in your school?

One/ Two Week Course
Inspiring students to acquire valuable new skills in
communication, cooperation and confidence.
Throughout each course, up to 30 selected students will work together to create an original
piece of theatre which they will perform to an invited audience of friends and family.
Students will be guided by Bigfoot’s creative team in order to use their own ideas, stories and
imaginations to devise a piece based on a chosen text, theme or topic.
For example:
• Text-based. Any chosen text or story
• Theme: For example, celebration, aspirations, dreams, seasons
• Topic: Any PSHE or Citizenship topic.
During the course the students will work with a director and assistant director. There
will also be a design budget for a simple set, props and costumes. During two week
courses the students will also work with a set designer. A course coordinator will also be
present throughout each course and will be responsible for all course administration and
communication. Courses are designed for a maximum of 30 students and are suitable for
KS2, KS3, KS4 and post 16 students.
A hall or similar sized space will be required for each course, as well as a second rehearsal
space. Bigfoot will provide templates for all course administration if required (booking forms,
terms and conditions, student information, parent / guardian contact information, register,
posters, invitations, programmes, certificates and evaluation.)

The Spotlight programme offers a range of specialist skills workshops aimed to give students
the confidence to participate in new experiences with their peers in order to explore a
range of theatrical techniques in a safe and fun environment. Workshops are designed for
a maximum of 30 students, and a standard one day format includes a maximum of four
workshops and a sharing session at the end of the day to which parents and other students
can be invited.
Spotlight Workshops include: Rhythm and Percussion, Clowning, Mask and Mime, Physical
Theatre, Puppetry, Voice, Stage Combat, Rap and Beat-boxing, Dance.

Devising in A day…or two
Do you and your students have what it takes to create a play in
a day?!
This is an excellent opportunity for a large group to enjoy a shared storytelling experience
by exploring a variety of characters, locations and plots to create a unique piece of devised
theatre…in just one day! The class would be divided into smaller working groups, with each
being responsible for physically creating the beginning, middle or end of the overall story. All
groups are then invited back together at the end of the day to enjoy a playback of the entire
story which will be brought together by the Bigfoot facilitator.
We will be happy to base your devising day on any topic or text at all, with past examples
including Iron Man, Macbeth and George’s Marvellous Medicine.

Go Mantle
Bigfoot believes that at the heart of all high quality learning
experiences is the opportunity for students to actively engage
with people, places and situations.
By encouraging students to become part of the story, we can help them understand more
intricately about themselves and the world in which they live. The entire process of Mantle
is about child ownership and making learning inquisitive, creative and exciting. All projects,
whether just one day or as part of a three day project introducing, researching and evaluating
a topic, culminate with the students, in the guise of a company, providing a solution for their
client. We are happy to write a bespoke ‘Go Mantle’ project for your school based on any
suitable topic. Examples of popular topics are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Space Research Company
Archaeology Workforce
Guy Fawkes Surveillance Squad
The battle for the crown
Gorilla Expert Team
Indian Villagers; Tigers Attack!
Amazon Survival Squad

TRANSITION SUMMER PROJECTS
Bigfoot’s transition projects have been designed to
encourage participants to explore what ‘transition’
means to them through a variety of creative art
forms, ranging for 1-2 week courses, to one day
devising workshops. But it’s not just about having fun.
Last year we measured the impact our work had on
over 1,000 students taking part in a one or two week
summer school with us; the results were incredible!
DID YOU KNOW?
• 100% of students reported that they felt more confident about starting
secondary school after having taken part in one of 2015 summer schools.
• 76% of students said that the course had helped them learn new skills that
they can use again in September.
• 71% of students had made ‘good’ friends during the course.
• 91% of participants said they had fun whilst exploring transition with Bigfoot!
• Bigfoot has access to a plethora of case studies and film footage which helps
demonstrate how successful our work is in exploring secondary transition.
Please click on the links below to read a selection of case studies from 2015.
- The Chaford School

- Park View School
- Cranbrook Educartional Campus
• The Department for Education is no
longer providing funding for summer
transition projects. However, they
have recommended schools utilise
their pupil premium money to
ensure disadvantaged students,
along with those who would benefit
from intervention, can access the
same opportunities in 2016:
DfE funding withdrawl statement

One/ Two Week Course
These courses aim to give students a theatre making experience
during which they can contribute ideas, take risks with their
imaginations, and grow in confidence with their peers and
under the guidance of trained Bigfoot practitioners. Participants
will use their own ideas and stories about what ‘transition’
means to them, as well as their existing and newly acquired
skills and imaginations, to devise a piece which they will share
with an invited audience at the end of the course.
During the course the students will work with a director and assistant director. There
will also be a design budget for a simple set, props and costumes. During two week
courses the students will also work with a set designer. A course coordinator will also be
present throughout each course and will be responsible for all course administration and
communication. Courses are designed for a maximum of 30 students and are suitable for
KS2, KS3, KS4 and post 16 students.
A hall or similar sized space will be required for each course, as well as a second rehearsal
space. Bigfoot will provide templates for all course administration if required (booking forms,
terms and conditions, student information, parent / guardian contact information, register,
posters, invitations, programmes, certificates and evaluation.)

Watch & Devise in A day…or two
Bigfoot’s ‘Moving on Up’ play has been designed to confront,
discuss, challenge and explore the emotional, psychological and
practical implications involved with ‘moving on’ in a safe and
friendly environment.
Students will be invited to attend a stimulating performance piece which delves into the
lives and minds of two students as they make the move from Primary to Secondary school.
Providing a humorous insight into the various concerns associated with moving on, as well as
a variety of strategies to cope with it, the play presents the perfect opportunity to celebrate
new beginnings in a positive and enjoyable way. Students will then be invited to participate
in a creative workshop where they will take part in a variety of tasks, exercises and roleplays which further explore anxieties and worries they feel, as well as solutions to problems
they may encounter when changing schools. They will also work with a Bigfoot facilitator to
ultimately create their own short devised transition play which can be performed to parents,
friends or peers at the end of the day or course.

Please note that all courses and workshops are designed for a maximum of 30 students, and
have been costed accordingly. However, we are happy to tailor make any option to meet the
speciﬁc requirements of the school or organisation. Therefore, alternative content, formats,
number of students and staff required can be arranged.

For more information or to
make a booking please contact
t: 0800 6446034 e: info@bigfootartseducation.co.uk
www.bigfootartseducation.co.uk

