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dear Teachers,

We hope you are looking forward to the forthcoming Black History Month ‘Empire Windrush’ programme 
that we will be delivering in your school!

Within this resource pack you will find lots of information regarding the history of the Empire Windrush, 
the passengers who travelled on it, and the context in which the event happened. The pack also 
contains a variety of pre and post workshop activities; whilst it would be fantastic for the students to 
know a little about the Empire Windrush prior to our visit, it is not fundamental. 

This programme has been designed to include all types of learning as creatively as possible and in a 
safe learning environment. We also try to encourage teacher involvement where appropriate so that 
you can become familiar with the techniques we demonstrate for future use in the classroom. All tasks/
exercises can be adapted to suit the needs of your group. Therefore, if you would like any suggestions 
as to how to do this, please approach us on the day. 

Prior to our visit, it would be extremely helpful if a CD player was made available so that we can ensure 
our visit is as multi sensory as possible. 

If you would like us to clarify any of the activities and/or tasks included in the pack, or indeed, if you 
would like any further information about Bigfoot’s work, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Also, if you feel there is any information about your school or class that you think we should know prior 
to the day of our visit, please do contact the Bigfoot office as soon as possible. 

we look forward to working in your school!

Lizzie Clancy 
Creative Director 
t 0207 9525 550  
e lizzie@bigfootartseducation.co.uk

Samantha Adams 
Bigfoot Black History Month Writer & Director  
t 0207 9525 550  
e Info@bigfootartseducation.co.uk

Teacher Information
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who
whaT

whErE
whEn
how?

who, what, where, when, how?

Who, what, where, when, how?

whaT was the empire windrush?

who travelled on the empire windrush?

whY did they want to travel on the empire windrush?
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who
whaT

whErE
whEn
how?

who, what, where, when, how?

Who, what, where, when, how?

whErE did they go after the journey?

how did they help to rebuild Britain
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windrush welcome poem
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passenger stories  

mr oswald ‘columbus’ denniston

Vince reid

Lucile harris

clinton Edwards
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24 Years of the Empire windrush

The Empire Windrush arrived at the port of Tilbury on 22 June 1948, carrying 492 passengers from 
Jamaica wishing to start a new life in the United Kingdom. The passengers were the first large group 
of West Indian immigrants to the UK after the Second World War.

Early history 
The diesel-powered motor ship was built by Blohm & Voss in Hamburg, Germany and launched on 4 
December 1930

She was delivered to a Hamberg based South American Steam Shipping Company in 1931, which named 
her Monte Rosa and used her for cruises..

During the Second World War, the ship was used as a barracks ship, a troopship, and later used as an 
accommodation and recreational ship stationed in the north of Norway. In 1944, the ship was being used as 
a refugee evacuation ship rescuing Germans trapped in Latvia and East Prussia 

In May 1945, the Monte Rosa was captured by British forces and taken as a prize of war. The following year 
the ship was assigned to the British Ministry of Transport and converted into a troopship. 

She was renamed HMT Empire Windrush on 21 January 1947. The vessel was used for the British 
Government and made one voyage only to the Caribbean before resuming normal trooping voyages.

australia-Jamaica-England
In 1948, the Empire Windrush was en route from Australia to England via the Atlantic, docking in Kingston, 
Jamaica. An advert had appeared in a Jamaican newspaper offering cheap transport on the ship for 
anybody who wanted to come and work in the UK. At that time, there were no immigration restrictions for 
citizens of one part of the British Empire moving to another part. 

Among the passengers were calypso musicians Lord Kitchener, Lord Beginner, Lord Woodbine and Mona 
Baptiste, alongside 60 Polish women displaced during the Second World War

There was also a stowaway on board, Averill Wauchope. She was a 25-year-old seamstress who was 
discovered seven days out of Kingston. A whip-round was organised on board the ship, raising £50 – 
enough for the fare and £4 pocket money for her. 

The arrivals were temporarily housed in the Clapham South deep shelter in south-west London, ,less than 
a mile away from the Coldharbour Lane Employment Exchange in Brixton, where some of the arrivals 
sought work. 

Later history 
The Empire Windrush set off in February 1954 on what proved to be her final voyage, sailing from Yokohama 
and Kure to the United Kingdom with passengers including recovering wounded United Nations veterans of 
the Korean War and also military families. 

The voyage was plagued with engine breakdowns and other defects and an engine room fire began after a 
fall of soot from the funnel damaged oil-fuel supply pipes. The subsequent explosion killed four members of 
the engine room crew. The fire could not be fought because of a lack of power for the pumps and the ship 
did not have a sprinkler system. The lack of power also prevented many lifeboats from being launched and 
the remainder were unable to accommodate all the survivors, who were mostly clad in their nightclothes. 

The Empire Windrush sank before first light the following morning, Monday, 30 March 1954.

The main steering wheel from the vessel is now held at the offices of the Open University at Milton Keynes.
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1948 photo reel
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Glossary of Terms 
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what do i know? 

Who, what, where, when, how?
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what do i know? 

Who, what, where, when, how?
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all aboard 

 All Aboard 

don’T miss ouT!

Buy your tickets for the most exciting adventure EVER!

Travel to the port of Tilbury in England  
and help rebuild the ‘Mother Land’

Departs: Kingston, Jamaica on 24th May 1948 
Arrives: Essex, England on 22nd June 1948

TickETs 

onLY 

£28.10
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Tickets please 

Tickets Please

Pasenger Number:

Name:

Cost:

For:     PASSAGEE TO ENGLAND

Date:

Sign:

With Thanks

5 East street, 
Kingston, 
Jamaica

The Empire Windrush
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Quick Quiz

Name the ship that Grace travelled to England on

How long did the journey take?

How many people travelled on board the ship from Jamaica to England?

Who was Grace going to meet in England?

How much did the fare cost to travel to England on the Empire Windrush

What job did Grace hope to do when she arrived?
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Quick Quiz

What passengers wore uniforms on the ship?

What year did World War 2 end?

Why did England need help from those who lived in British colonies overseas?

Who does Grace say she is going to miss from Jamaica?

What dock did the ship arrive at in Essex?

What date did the ship arrive in England?
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as pleased as punch; a caribbean recipe 

ingrediants

method

task
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arts, crafts and word fun! 

ingrediants

storyboard

newspaper article

diary extract

chat show

Ask the students to remember how Grace looked when boarding the Empire Windrush.  
Was she excioted.

Now get them to draw a picture of other passengers who may have been onboard the ship with Grace. 
Think about

The story of how Grace travelled to England



aBouT  
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For more information about Bigfoot please contact Natalie Worms:
t: 0207 9525 546  e: natalie@bigfootartseducation.co.uk   
www.bigfootartseducation.co.uk
Follow us on Twitter: @bigfootarts and Facebook: bigfootarts

about Bigfoot

All of Bigfoot’s programmes are delivered by specialist creative arts practitioners, who we call Bigfooter’s. Each 
Bigfooter has been handpicked and trained by us and comes equipped with the expertise needed to inspire your 
pupils to be courageous learners through using their unique range of drama, dance, music, art or filmmaking 
skills. So when you book us to come into your school you are without a doubt buying the best possible creative 
education service on offer!

our core programmes
Creative Days: 
Planned teacher absences and ‘supply’ cover, topic introduction days, or a class treat…Bigfoot’s here to help! Select 
either our ‘Go Mantle’ or ‘Buzz’ experience days designed to enthuse your students about a chosen topic or theme in the 
most creative way possible.

Creative Residencies:  
From running weekly lunch time or after school clubs, to helping create school plays, exciting assemblies and ambitious 
art installations, as well as covering PPA time and assisting with small and large group topic work, our practitioners are 
here to help your whole school be part of the Bigfoot experience.

Curriculum Enrichment:  
Choose from a wide range of performance and workshop programmes designed to explore key school celebrations and 
events, such as Black History Month, Anti Bullying Week, World Book Day, Road Safety Week, and Secondary Transition, 
along with a vast range of age specific PSHCE topics. We are also proud partners of Change4life with a selection of 
dance, drama and yoga focused healthy schools programmes to choose from.

Bigfoot Pantomime:  
Our unique Christmas pantomime offers children a magical glimpse into the world of slap stick theatre. With a new show 
produced and directed specifically for Bigfoot’s schools each year, it’s the perfect end of term treat for students and 
teachers alike.

Bigfoot Youth Theatres:  
If you know your students are up for a challenge and enjoy working creatively as a team, then Bigfoot’s Youth Theatre 
(BYT) could be just what your school needs… Select a dance, music, art or drama focus, or perhaps a bit of everything, 
in order to create a fully rounded youth theatre experience for your students!

Creative Arts Courses:  
Bigfoot’s performing arts courses are designed to inspire and motivate children and young people through a variety of art 
forms. Courses can take place during term time or in the holidays, with each course providing challenging, tailor made 
opportunities for students. 

Bigfoot Training Academy:  
Bigfoot’s Training Academy (BTA) provides one off as well as ongoing support and resources for teachers, youth club 
leaders, play workers, educators and artists who want to work with young people using the creative arts. 

Bigfoot are proud to be a registered supporter, as well as provider, of the Arts Award


